
why authoritarian communism leaves us cold



Originally produced by anarchists in Belfast in 
1981, this comic juxtaposes Bakunin's critique of 
statist revolutionary movements with the events 
that subsequently confirmed it.

Just as Bakunin's concerns about power-hungry 
socialists and communists proved prescient, this 
comic retains its value today, when new politicians 
and parties are attempting to co-opt popular 
movements. We should never forget the hard-
learned lessons of the Russian Revolution and 
the Spanish Civil War: those who would wield 
state power, whether in the name of the people 
or any other abstraction, can only be obstacles to 
liberation, if not actual foes of it.

Readers who lack context for 20th century 
history may find some passages herein perplexing; 
if nothing else, this comic provides points of 
departure to learn about many of the most 
fascinating and pivotal events of that era. There are 
plenty of more credible sources out there, should 
you wish to learn more about any of them!
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Another piece of anti-state art digitally 
remastered with state-of-the-art 

technology. Wholly financed by the 
CrimethInc. Dream Team, who solicited 

volunteers through Take-A-Wish 
Foundation, International. 
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 ISBN 0-904564-46-0

Belfast, Ireland

Reprinted by Cienfuegos
Over the Water

Sanday, Orkney KW17 2BL

Second Edition 2009
Second Verse, Same as the First

POB  494, Chapel Hill NC, 27514 

x
To help distribute this and other 
audacious polemics, please visit 

 www.crimethinc.com 

x
For contemporary anarchist news, visit 

www.infoshop.org

x
Supplementary text authored in the early 

morning, and set in the Capsa family. 
Illustrations of Bakunin's work originally 

penned by Richard Warren.

Never a lot of 
women in these 
history books, 
are there! Don’t worry, 

honey, we’ll 
get ours.



Anarchists have long argued that all 
statist approaches to social change 

are doomed to authoritarian 
results. This booklet illustrates 

how Bakunin’s critique of 
state socialism, composed a 
century and a half ago, was 

borne out by the events of the 
twentieth century.

Freedom without socialism 
is privilege and injustice; 

socialism without freedom is 
slavery and brutality 

michael bakunin

CrimethInc. Anarchivists  dumpstering the dustbin of history 
PO Box 494, chapel hill nc, 27514  www.crimethinc.com


